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1657 Whitehall "in a notable powerful spirit., tramples this world and the outward majesty of it under hiis feet; he tells me, and I do believe so much, that he is in great peace and quiet, this work being over." But a fortnight later it would appear that his mood had changed, for Sir Francis wrote to Henry that he would soon be addressing him as Duke of York, since the Protector had come out of his clouds and was likely to take the kingly name. " I cannot think there will be the least combustion about it. This day I have had some discourse with your father about this great business, and he is very cheerful, and his troubled thoughts seem to be over."l

Up till the early days of May Oliver appears to have leaned to the side of the civilians. The title of king was the one question at issue, for with the rest of the Humble Petition he was more or less in agreement. The parliamentary committees who interviewed him had to put up with frequent adjournments and mysterious answers; he had anotlier of his fits of ill-health, and would receive them, " coming out of his chamber, half unready, in his gown, with a black scarf round his neck."2 Now and then he was closeted with his special counsellors like Broghill and Thurloe, who found him in a strange mood. " He would sometimes be very cheerful with us, and laying aside his greatness he would sometimes be very familiar with us, and by way of diversion would make verses with us, and everyone must try his fancy: he commonly called for tobacco pipes and a candle, and would now and then take tobacco himself ; and then he would fall again to his serious and great business."

By Wednesday, May 6, the rumour was strong that he would accept the crown ; indeed he had said as much to some of his intimate friends.3 A day or two before he had taken Fleetwood with him to dine with Disbrowe, in an attempt to win over the marshals, and had "drolled
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